Common reactive erythrophagocytosis in axillary lymph nodes.
Erythrophagocytosis by histiocytes in the sinuses of axillary lymph nodes is a common yet little-known phenomenon. The axillary lymph node dissections of 23 patients were studied by light microscopy and graded for the amount of erythrophagocytosis. None of the patients had evidence of a systemic hemolytic process. Nineteen of them exhibited some degree of erythrophagocytosis, and this was present even in four of the six patients who never had a prior breast biopsy. Breast biopsy was associated with massive degrees of erythrophagocytosis in 8 of 17 patients, and after a postbiopsy interval of two weeks 11 of 13 patients had hemosiderin deposition in the lymph nodes, evidence of red blood cell breakdown. This study serves to substantiate statements, made by others without confirmatory data, that large degrees of erythrophagocytosis may be seen in axillary lymph nodes after breast biopsies and that small amounts of erythrophagocytosis may be identified in lymph nodes of patients with no prior trauma history.